
Appointment of James M. Amend as Chief Circuit Mediator 
 
 
 Chief Judge Paul R. Michel announced today the appointment of James M. 

Amend to the position of Chief Circuit Mediator for the United States Court of Appeals 

for the Federal Circuit.  Mr. Amend has been a litigation partner in the Chicago, Illinois 

office of Kirkland & Ellis L.L.P. for over three decades.  He has litigated numerous major 

civil cases, including major disputes concerning patents and trademarks.  In addition to 

being a fully-trained and highly-experienced mediator, Mr. Amend has assisted in 

establishing mediation programs for several courts and bar associations.  He has also 

helped train mediators.  A magna cum laude graduate of The University of Michigan 

Law School, he was Order of the Coif and Editor of the Michigan Law Review.  He has 

written a patent primer for district judges and taught as a consulting professor at the 

Stanford Law School.   Mr. Amend is expected to assume his new duties at the start of 

the new year.  

 In the past year of operation as a purely voluntary program, settlement of at least 

seven cases is attributable to the court’s mediation program.  In September, 

participation in mediation became mandatory in cases selected by court staff.  It is 

expected that the revised program, headed by Mr. Amend, will increase settlements, 

allowing the judges to concentrate on disputes requiring adjudication.   

 Mr. Amend will be assisted by present court staff in selecting cases appropriate 

for mediation.  More than a dozen previously-trained  pro bono mediators will continue 

to mediate cases.  Mr. Amend will also personally mediate cases, particularly patent 

cases. 

 Mr. Amend’s resume follows.   










